HOME IMPROVEMENT
Nehemiah 4:1-7
When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became angry
and was greatly incensed. He ridiculed the Jews, 2 and in the presence of
his associates and the army of Samaria, he said, “What are those feeble
Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they
finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from those heaps of
rubble—burned as they are?”
3
Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, “What they are
building—even a fox climbing up on it would break down their wall of
stones!”
4

Hear us, our God, for we are despised. Turn their insults back on their
own heads. Give them over as plunder in a land of captivity. 5 Do not cover
up their guilt or blot out their sins from your sight, for they have thrown
insults in the face of the builders.
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So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the people
worked with all their heart.
1. There IS a purpose
Nehemiah 4:10
10
Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, “The strength of the laborers is
giving out, and there is so much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall.”
2. There IS a plan
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
9
Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other
succeed. 10 If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But
someone who falls alone is in real trouble. 11 Likewise, two people lying
close together can keep each other warm. But how can one be warm
alone? 12 A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two
can stand back-to-back and conquer. Three are even better, for a triplebraided cord is not easily broken.

3. God builds the house.
Ephesians 2:19-22
19-22
That’s plain enough, isn’t it? You’re no longer wandering exiles. This
kingdom of faith is now your home country. You’re no longer strangers or
outsiders. You belong here, with as much right to the name Christian as
anyone. God is building a home. He’s using us all—irrespective of how we
got here—in what he is building. He used the apostles and prophets for the
foundation. Now he’s using you, fitting you in brick by brick, stone by stone,
with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone that holds all the parts together. We
see it taking shape day after day—a holy temple built by God, all of us built
into it, a temple in which God is quite at home.
Nehemiah 4:14
14

Then as I looked over the situation, I called together the nobles and the
rest of the people and said to them, “Don’t be afraid of the enemy!
Remember the Lord, who is great and glorious, and fight for your brothers,
your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes!”

